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Acts 2:42

And they devoted themselves 
to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the 
prayers.
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1. What is the Bible?



2 Timothy 3:16

(16) All Scripture is breathed out 
by God…



SPIRITUAL
•A book of God’s 

words written down 
to give us God’s life.

PHYSICAL
•Most authors wrote 

using their own intellect, 
skill, personality

•Old Testament = Before 
Jesus; Focus on Israel

•New Testament = After 
Jesus; Focus on Church

•One BIG story



2. Why should I 
read the Bible?



2 Timothy 3:16-17

(16) All Scripture is breathed out 
by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  (17)  that the man 
of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.



Why read the Bible?

To know God
and…

learn to live the way he made us 
so that…

we can be who he made us to be.



3. How can I read the 
Bible well?



RESOURCES
GUIDING 

PRINCIPLES
STRATEGIES



3 Necessary Resources

• A good Bible translation





3 Necessary Resources

• A good Bible translation

• A notebook

• A digital device
• Read Scripture App





3 Necessary Resources

• A good Bible translation

• A notebook

• A digital device
• Read Scripture App
• Blue Letter Bible.org





2 Guiding Principles



2 Timothy 2:7

Think over what I say, for the 
Lord will give you 
understanding in everything.



2 Guiding Principles

• Humility 

• Effort



Strategies (6 P’s)

1. Plan
A. Know yourself
B. Timing & Location

2. Pray



Strategies (6 P’s)

3. Pore Over
A. Zoom out before zooming in
B. Context, context, context!



Who wrote the 
book?

To whom did 
they write it?

When did they 
write it?

Where did they 
write it?

What was their 
purpose?

Literary Context

Where do the 
characters in 
the story live?

What time 
period does 
the story take 
place in?

Historical Context



What is that? 
It’s full of bags and 

flies. 
The men on the back are 

swatting at them.



“What is that? It’s full of 
bags and flies. The men on 
the back are swatting at 
them.”

Grant just saw the garbage 
truck outside. His reaction 
was priceless…



Strategies (6 P’s)

3. Pore Over
A. Zoom out before zooming in
B. Context, context, context!

i. Read entire book first
ii. ReadScripture App Videos
iii. Blue Letter Bible “Tools” Tab





Strategies (6 P’s)

3. Pore Over
C. Play by the rules
D. Talk to the text

4. Pencil

5. Ponder
A. God, Gospel, Me



Strategies (6 P’s)

6. Pray

*BONUS: Practice



Modeling
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